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The Volunteers
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They are young and brimming with ideals. They leave Germany to spend
a year as volunteers in Africa, Asia or Latin America, to lend a hand where
it’s needed, in children’s homes or schools. The four-part documentary series
The Volunteers — A Year for the World tells of young Germans setting off
after graduating from school to help out in developing and emerging nations.
This is a tale of the desire for adventure, of pining for home, of experiences
gained and illusions lost, of growing up in what are initially completely alien
surroundings.

In the first program Great Expectations (2 January), the youngsters choose
which country they plan to visit, and prepare for their trip. Then they set off,
leaving their worried parents behind.

Dreams and Reality (9 January) shows their arrival in India, Bolivia and
South Africa. The young volunteers must face a variety of new challenges, and
cope with the realization that things are not quite as they imagined.

In the third program Testing Times (16 January), the young Germans
are starting to feel frustrated. They notice just how limited their possibilities
are. There is a distinct lack of qualified labor. But even as the dream threatens
to become a nightmare, no one is about to give up.

And indeed, the effort turns out to be all worthwhile. In the end, these
youngsters find their feet in their respective countries, and a place for themselves
within an alien culture. They are learning a great deal for their own future lives,
as the program Home Away From Home (23 January) reports.
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The Berlinale Years

The most important German film festival is
celebrating its 60th anniversary in February.
With its 250,000 industry visitors, and 270,000
tickets sold, the Berlinale has long been estab-
lished as a major public attraction and inter-
national cultural event. The main focus is the
competition for the Golden Bear award.

To mark the anniversary year, Arts.21
looks back on the festival’s turbulent past. Cold
War and Nouvelle Vague, world cinema and
Zeitgeist — history is reflected in films and at
the festival itself. For example, the 1970 Ber-
linale was dominated by the Vietnam War.

The seven-part series The Berlinale
Years (from 2 January) highlights some of
the most moving moments. From 1954, when

Berlin was captivated by Gina Lollobrigida, to
2008, and the triumph of the music movie with
the Rolling Stones.

Film Ball 1954 - Sophia Loren, Yvonne De Carlo, Gina Lollobrigida
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The Bundesliga is entering the
second half of the season and
Kick off! will be reporting from
19 January.
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GLOBAL 3000

Another String to Their Bow

Armin Mueller-Stahl with his works Photo: AP

Talent 1s a gift. But having more than one great talent is quite rare. The actor
Armin Mueller-Stahl has not only made a name for himself on the silver screen
in Germany and Hollywood, he is also a successful painter. He creates much of’
his work during breaks on the film set, and his art has been exhibited several
times. Karl Lagerfeld is another figure known for his many talents. The Ger-
man designer, who is one of the biggest names in the fashion industry, lives and
works in Paris. He’s been taking photographs for more than 20 years, primarily
portraits, scenes from the fashion world, and architecture.

In the six-part series Another String to Their Bow, euromaxx presents
a variety of multifaceted artists.
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Tomorrow Today

Future Energy Sources

Reserves of coal, oil and gas are disappearing fast — but the world has a huge
appetite for power. Hence the urgent need to find new sources of energy. Sun,
wind and water have been earmarked as the main suppliers of energy in the future.
But their contribution to overall power generation is still small. Scientists and
engineers are working to optimize processes, and new ideas are plentiful.

To mark the Year of Science in 2010, Tomorrow Today is devoted to the
subject of energy. The program features a research project near Cologne, which
feeds algae with abundantly available carbon dioxide from a neighboring coal-
fired power station. The algae grows rapidly and the resulting biomass is used
to produce biogas — just one of many innovative approaches.
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Young Global Leaders

Displacement, flight and rape — most of the
victims of civil wars are women. At the same
time, women are the key to finding peace,
Zainab Salbi is convinced of that. Salbi was
born in Iraq and lives in the US today, where
she has founded the organization “Women
for Women International.” It helps women in
crisis regions to rebuild their lives. Jaime de
Bourbon Parme also wants to get to the root of
the problem, and has devised new approaches
to dealing with conflicts. And Neeraj Bharad-
waj, financial investor from India, is pursuing
the question of how globalization is changing
the classic global economic division between
North and South.

In the five-part series Young Global
Leaders (from 4 January), GLOBAL 3000
presents movers and shakers from across the
world. They are visionaries and networkers
who are at home in many different cultures,
and they are the driving force behind a huge
variety of projects. Their common goal: to find
solutions to global problems.

Zainab Salbi Photo: Women for Women International
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* first Sunday of the month

** 5and 12 January:

Die Hobbys der Deutschen /
Germans and Their Hobbies

*** ayery four weeks KINO
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